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Question 32
Sally and Marin are quite different. While Sally is silent and feels like she doesn’t belong, Marin is outgoing and has fit in even though she is from Puerto Rico. Sally is very beautiful and is the subject of gossip in the neighborhood unlike Marin who isn’t gossiped. Sally keeps to herself and doesn’t have any friends. She hates going home from school because she doesn’t like the way her father treats her. Marin teaches Esperanza and the girls about boys and makeup. She desires to go back to Puerto Rico to marry her fiancé yet she desires American men too. Esperanza is already friends with Marin but she wishes she was friends with Sally.
Question 33
Esperanza uses a resigned tone when she says “There is nothing I can do” since she knows she can’t be of help to Minerva. Esperanza says she cannot help Minerva since they share the same fate. All of them are trapped in Mango Street and cannot leave unless they overcome their personal issues. Esperanza is trapped by feeling like she doesn’t belong and desiring greater things, unlike Minerva who is trapped by something more permanent. She is trapped by a husband and kids. “The next day she comes over black and blue and asks what can she do “(Cisneros 85)?  Minerva’s challenge is bigger than Esperanza’s and the girls’ since they don’t have kids and are dealing with things they can easily overcome. 
Question 34
Esperanza wants to have bums in her attic because she will house them. She says she knows how it feels like to lack a proper house and that’s why she will have them in her attic. When people tell her they are mice, she will defend them and argue that they are bums. She will feel better giving them a place to stay since she has lacked a good house and experienced how bad it is.
Question 35
Esperanza reconciles the images when she decides to be beautiful and cruel like they do in the movies where the lady gets the men by driving them crazy and then leaving them. “I am an ugly daughter. I am the one nobody comes for (Cisneros 89). However, the idea she has in mind might disrupt her life the more. She starts by leaving the dinner table like a man, which doesn’t give her nay power in real sense. She might have a dirty house if that’s the kind of power she desires. She has the right idea when she says she won’t let go of the power she has over men. However, she uses the wrong approach to explore the said power. 
Question 36
Esperanza learns that she shouldn’t depend on men if she wants to be independent. Her mother didn’t explore her skills and is regretting the move now. Unlike Esperanza she dropped out of school at a young age, which makes her dependent on her husband. Esperanza hasn’t dropped out of school and has a better chance of leading a better life. They are not so close but they share with each other. Esperanza’s mother loves her and wants her to have a better life than she did. She advises her daughter to be smarter, a value she didn’t have when growing up. Esperanza’s mother seems to be warning her that if she doesn’t complete her studies she will end up with a husband and a life of depending on the husband. 
Question 37
Esperanza uses a sad tone when conveying Sally’s violent experiences. This society is too violent, most of all on women. Esperanza experiences some violent things that change her, like the forced kiss she received from the old man she worked with. She also gets raped, which is the worst form of violence a young woman can go through. Their community supports violence since nothing happens to Sally’s violent father even when Sally goes to school heavily bruised. 
Question 38
In “The Monkey Garden”, Esperanza loses her innocent and the little hope she had for her community. She tries to prevent the boys from abusing Sally by kissing her, yet Sally and the boys laugh at Esperanza and mock her for trying to save Sally. Esperanza realizes Sally doesn’t care about being kissed by the guys. 
Question 39
This is the worst moment of Esperanza’s life. She has been sexually assaulted by a group of non-Spanish boys. She was with Sally, who left her with an older boy when she was raped. This sexual experience is the worst she has had so far. She blames the females in her life because they didn’t warn her on how sex would feel like. She thinks all forms of sex are violent, since that is what she has experienced so far. She says, “Sally, you lied… the way they said, the way it’s supposed to be … why did they lie to me” (Cisneros 99)? The garden that gave her joy as a child has turned to a place of embarrassment and pain. She decides never to return to the garden again. 
Question 40
Esperanza has always desired to protect Sally from men and any violence that might come to Sally. However, Sally changes and starts hanging out with the people whom Esperanza is protecting her from. Esperanza feels betrayed and even blames Sally for the assault. What Esperanza doesn’t realize is that she is behaving like Sally’s father and husband, who cage Sally and deny her the freedom she desires. 
Question 41
The three sisters turn Esperanza to think of her community and the other people in the neighborhood. When they tell her to make a wish, they know she has made a selfish wish and want her to come back for the other people on Mango Street. They change her thinking, making her to start considering the other people on Mango Street. 
Question 42
Alicia and Esperanza last as friends because they have the same interests. Unlike the other friends Esperanza keeps, Alicia knows and understands Esperanza. They support each other most of the time, and share many memories which make it easy for them to stick together. Alicia tells Esperanza, “No, like it or not you are Mango Street and one day you’ll come back too” (Cisneros 107).


Question 43
Esperanza desires to be free and is logical about her freedom, unlike Sally who wants to run away from her father. Esperanza’s house symbolizes freedom she had gained by working unlike Sally who runs away from school. Esperanza’s house gives the needy a sanctuary unlike the other houses that imprison women, like Sally’s houses, Mamacita’s house and Esperanza’s old house that imprisoned her grandmother and mother. Esperanza’s house is a positive image, since she is willing to fight for it to get what she desires. 
Question 44
Esperanza has to go from Mango Street because it’s only through leaving that she will attain the freedom she craves. Esperanza has changed the way she views Mango Street. She is more positive and even wants to come back for those who didn’t leave the street. If her name were to be changed she would be happy with her current name, since she has changed her attitude. 
Discussion questions
Question 1
The author handles the topic of immigration effectively. She shows how Americans treat the non-Americans in the neighborhood, the class divisions and some of the reasons for immigration. The structure is chronological, with events happening in an orderly manner. 


Question 2
The novel is great. It explores the life of a young girl who feels like she doesn’t fit because her desires and dreams are big. She learns about what she has to do to overcome the challenges. The novel explores the immigrant experience well, as well as the cohesion between whites and Mexican Americans. 
Question 3
The novel is good for anyone who is interested in the immigrant experience. It looks at friendships, trying to survive in a new country and saving up to send money back home. It also looks at how immigrants might even lose their lives with no one to save them. The novel can expound their understanding of what immigrants go through in the U.S.
Question 4
I did not understand how the three sisters knew that Esperanza wanted to leave alone. I also didn’t understand why the novel had so many assaults, considering Esperanza wasn’t an arrogant person. 
Question 5
Does Esperanza have what it takes to save the whole community considering her attempts to save Sally didn’t bear fruit?
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